PHYSICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 134,

NUMBER 3A 4 MAY 1964

Dielectric Tensor for a Quantum Plasma*
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The dispersive properties of a plasma in a uniform magnetic field are investigated using a quantum
“distribution function” (Wigner function). The Wigner function is shown to satisfy the Boltzmann-Vlasov
equation in the long-wavelength approximation. The dielectric tensor is evaluated at T=0°K for waves
propagating along and across the magnetic field. It is conjectured that a simple “quantized kinetic theory”
is applicable in areas previously explored only by more sophisticated means.

I. INTRODUCTION

HE dispersive character of a quantum plasma has
been studied by numerous workers.'~13 Lindhard*
investigated the response of a quantum plasma to trans-
verse and longitudinal waves using a self-consistent field
procedure. Cohen and Ehrenreich® illuminated the con-
nection between the self-consistent field approach and the
second quantization formalism of Sawada® and Brout.!?
The effects of spin and exchange have been considered
by Burt and Wahlquist."* Calculations for a quantum
plasma in a uniform magnetic field have been performed
by Quinn and Rodriguez,'? using a density matrix
formulation, and by Stephen,'® using a field-theoretic
technique. It is to be expected that our results will be
identical with those of Refs. 12 and 13.

The use of the self-consistent field in plasma physics
may be traced back at least as far as the work of
Langmuir and Tonks.!* The merger of kinetic theory
and the self-consistent field brought about by Vlasov!s
has been extended by others, notably Gross!® and
Bernstein,'” to include the effects of an external mag-
netic field. Accounts of the classical theory may be
found in the reviews of Oster!® and Bernstern and
Trehan,' and in the recent monograph by Stix.20

The classical analysis is based on solutions of the

* Research supported in part by a grant from the National
Science Foundation.

1 Permanent address: Miami University, Oxford, Ohio.

1 D. Bohm and D. Pines, Phys. Rev. 92, 609 (1953).

2 D. Pines, Phys. Rev. 92, 626 (1953).

3Y. L. Klimontovich and V. P. Silin, Dokl. Akad. Nauk. SSSR
82, 361 (1952).

4J. Lindhard, Kgl. Danske Videnskab. Selskab, Mat. Fys.
Medd. 28, No. 8 (1954).

5 H. Ehrenreich and M. Cohen, Phys. Rev. 115, 786 (1959).

6 0. von Roos, Phys. Rev. 119, 1174 (1960).

7 C. Oberman and A. Ron, Phys. Rev. 130, 1291 (1963).

8 A. Ron and N. Tzoar, Phys. Rev. 131, 12 (1963).

9 K. Sawada, Phys. Rev. 106, 372 (1957).

10 R. Brout, Phys. Rev. 108, 507, 515 (1957).

11 P, Burt and H. Wahlquist, Phys. Rev. 125, 1785 (1962).

27, Quinn and S. Rodriquez, Phys. Rev. 128, 2487 (1962).

138 M. Stephen, Phys. Rev. 129, 997 (1963).

1. Langmuir and L. Tonks, Phys. Rev. 33, 195 (1929).

15 A. A. Vlasov, J. Phys. USSR 9, 25 (1945) [English transl.:
AEC-tr-3406, U. S. Dept. of Commerce, Washington, D. C.].

16 E. P. Gross, Phys. Rev. 82, 232 (1951).

17 1. Bernstein, Phys. Rev. 109, 10 (1958).

18 L. Oster, Rev. Mod. Phys. 32, 141 (1960).

19T, Bernstein and S. Trehan, Nucl. Fusion 1, 3 (1960).

2T, H. Stix, The Theory of Plasma Waves (McGraw-Hill Book
Company, Inc., New York, 1962).

Boltzmann-Vlasov equation

af p
—4+— vj+F-v,f=0. 1
(”-I— Vvi+F-v,f 1)

f(r,p,t) is the distribution function and F denotes the
total force exerted by the external and self-consistent
fields. The solution of this equation for f(r,p,f) allows
one to calculate the relevant kinetic averages, viz., the
current density

J<r,t>=ﬂ% / o/ (6., @)

This in turn leads to the electrical conductivity tensor
or, equivalently, to the dielectric tensor, and the dis-
persion relation.

Because of the physical transparency of the distribu-
tion function method it is desirable to develop the
quantum theory in a parallel fashion. There is no unique
way to proceed, for no precise quantum counterpart of
the distribution function can exist. The most frequently
used quantum distribution function is the so-called
Wigner function.?! Let p(r’,r"’,f) denote the coordinate
representation of the single-particle density matrix. The
single-particle Wigner function, as customarily defined, is

Fe,p,)= (x> [ exp(2ip-3/Bp(t—3, 142, )N (3)

The Wigner function allows one to calculate kinetic
averages via the classical recipe. For example, the
current density is given by (2). Unlike the classical
distribution function, however, the Wigner function can
not be interpreted as a probability density in phase
space. The correlation between position and momentum
engendered by the uncertainty principle permit the
Wigner function to assume negative values, ruling out
any interpretation as a probability density.??

After languishing in unexploited obscurity for twenty
years the Wigner function is finding increased favor
among theoreticians.®= Von Roos®? and his co-
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workers!!:? have used a slightly different quantum
distribution function which has essentially the same
properties as the Wigner function in so far as the calcu-
lation of kinetic averages is concerned. We choose to
work with the Wigner function because it most closely
corresponds to the classical distribution function.

In Sec. IIT we discuss the plasma model and self-
consistent field. A modified Wigner function, suitable
for describing a plasma in an electromagnetic field, is
introduced. It is shown that this Wigner function
satisfies the Boltzmann-Vlasov equation in the long-
wavelength approximation. The terms neglected by
such an approximation are of the same order as those
ignored by omitting the interaction of the electron mag-
netic moment and the self-consistent magnetic field.

In Sec. IIT the Fourier transform of the linearized
equation is solved and a formal expression is obtained
for the dielectric tensor. The equilibrium Wigner func-
tion is introduced in Sec. IV for Boltzmann and Fermi-
Dirac statistics. The dielectric tensor is evaluated in
Sec. V for waves propagating along and across the
magnetic field.

II. WIGNER FUNCTION; KINETIC EQUATION

We study the customary plasma model—an electron
gas of infinite extent neutralized by a uniform back-
ground of positive charge. The plasma is permeated by
a uniform magnetic field (B) whose direction defines the
z axis of a Cartesian coordinate system. The external
field is conveniently represented by a vector potential

Ay(r)=1BXr; B=VXA,. 4)

In addition to the external field, each electron is assumed
to be acted upon by a self-consistent electromagnetic
field specified by the scalar and vector potentials o(r,f)
and Ay(r,t). The self-consistent electric and magnetic
fields are given by

1904,
Ei=———vo. (5)
¢ 0Ot
B.=vXA, s 6)
and ¢ and A, are related by the Lorentz gauge condition
1d¢
v -A+-—=0 (7)
c ot

In situations where it is not necessary to distinguish
between A, and A, we write the total vector potential

as A,
A= A()+ A1 . (8)

The Hamiltonian for an electron (charge e, mass M)

Mechawics, edited by J. DeBoer and G. E. Uhlenbeck (John Wiley
& Sons, Inc., New York, 1962), Vol. 1.

270. von Roos, Phys. Rev. 124, 71 (1961).

28 0. von Roos and J. Zmuidzinas, Phys. Rev. 121, 941 (1961).
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may be written
1 e\
ﬁ:———(——ihV——A> +eo—p- (B+By), (9)
M ¢

where §i is the magnetic moment operator for the elec-
tron. The single-particle density matrix p(r',r”,)
satisfies the equation

iﬁ%i; HE)—AE" e x",1). (10)
t

The Hamiltonian (9) is deficient in one respect. It
lacks an exchange potential.®!* The ultimate source of
such a term lies in the antisymmetric character of many-
electron wave functions. Guernsey,?® von Roos,’?
von Roos and Zmuidzinas,?® and Burt and Wahlquist*!
have discussed exchange effects for quantum plasmas
and have argued or demonstrated the conditions under
which they consititute small corrections. In particular,
Burt and Wahlquist have shown (for the case of no
external fields) that exchange results in only a minor
correction to the dispersion relation in a quantum
plasma.

In converting the density matrix equation into a
kinetic equation we make one approximation, which is
consistent with the neglect of exchange. The spin term
involving the external magnetic field (—g-B) does not
survive (10) because B is spatially uniform. The self-
consistent field term (—f-B,) is of course not spatially
uniform and should be retained. It gives rise to a spin
current and contributes to the conductivity and thus
the dielectric tensor. Again we refer to the paper of
Burt and Wahlquist who have shown that spin current
corrections are small by comparison with exchange.
Since the already minor effects of exchange are not
considered in this report we also must drop the spin
term. In passing we note that the disappearance of the
external field spin term (—g- B) from (10) does not imply
that p is free of any spin dependence. It means only
that the time variation of p is not subject to any such
direct dependence. The spin dependence of p will enter
via the equilibrium density matrix.

The definition of the Wigner function given by (3) is
not sufficiently general to deal with a plasma in the
presence of an electromagnetic field if p is identified as
the kinetic momentum,

p=Mv. (11)

Instead, we introduce the wave vector k, where %k
corresponds to the canonical momentum, viz.,

fik=p+(e/c)A(r,L), (12)

with p given by (11). The appropriate Wigner function
is defined by

f,p,t)= (wh)“‘*/ exp(2ik-Q)p(r—2, r+2, )@\, (13)
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Note that k is a function of r and ¢ by virtue of its
dependence on A(r,t),

21 2ie
2ik-A=—p-A+—A(r,t) 2. (14)
[/ fic

The Wigner function satisfies a kinetic equation—the
quantum version of the Boltzmann-Vlasov equation.

2

af e e e
—+ vV f+-(vXB) v, f+—Ar v +——(A:XB) v,f
at ¢ Mc M

€ (4
2

2

- (vp) exp(2ik-2)d3\— ‘
4a4M

c2

- _g / {o(r—2)— o(r-+2)} p exp(24k-2)d\

¢
This equation is linearized by writing

f(r,p,t) = f0<p>+f1(r:p)t)

A643

To obtain the kinetic equation one takes
r'=r4%

in (10), multiplies both sides by (#%)~3 exp(27k-2),
and integrates over A. There ensues a straightforward,
if wearisome, series of manipulations to obtain the
kinetic equation for f(r,p,f). At an intermediate stage
one obtains?®

r=r—2,

+—{(v+EA1>XB1-v,,f—(v—}—;;—c&)- (vpf-v>A1(r)}—fﬁ~v,,f—i / (Ay(r—2)+As(r+2)

c ot 2Mc¢

BX(VP/-p exp(2ik-3~)>-{Al(r—1)+A1(r+3»)}d3)\

+ie<v+iA1(r>)- / (Aur—2)— A(r+2)}p exp(2ik- )N (15)
Mc

(16)

and treating f1(r,p,t), Ai(r,t), and ¢(r,f) as small quantities, rejecting all terms which are of second order. The

(e/c) (VX B)- V5 f.
Equating this with zero imposes the condition (see Fig. 1)
af0/6¢= 0 )

only term of zero order is

which is satisfied if

Fo(p)= fo(pu,pn).

(17)

Thus the equilibrium Wigner function must be cylindrically symmetric in momentum space, the axis of symmetry
being defined by the external magnetic field. This same requirement is encountered in the classical theory.*® The

nonequilibrium portion of the Wigner function satisfies

afl € € 6A1
—+ vV fit=-(vXB) Yy fi———V, /o
ot c c 0t

é? e
+— (A XB) v, fo— /{Al(r—2)+A1(r+3\.)}' (vp) exp(2ik-%)d3\
Mc? 2Mc¢

4M c?

’ BX(VpX/P CXP(Zik‘3~>)'{Al(l"‘l)‘l‘Al(f‘Hv)}d”\"l'f{ (vXB1) - Vpfo— v (Vpfor V)Ai(r)}
[

=—i;- / {go(r—l)—go(r+9~)——z-[Al(r—l)—Ax(r—l—l)] pexp(2ik-2)dN.  (18)

Expanding Ai(r=£=3) and ¢(r#2) in Taylor series and
retaining only the first nonvanishing terms we get

(3/1/8)+v-V fit+(e/c)(vXB)-V,f1

=—e[E:+(1/)(vXB)]- Vo fo, (19)

which is just the linearized Boltzmann-Vlasov equation.
It should %ot be concluded that (19) is the “classical
2 The factor (x%)~% appearing in the definition of f(r,p,?) is

suppressed throughout this section.
% E. G. Harris, J. Nucl. Energy 2, 138 (1961).
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Fi1c. 1. Geometry for wave vector and momentum.

limit” (%=0) of (18) since there is a considerable amount
of quantum mechanics hidden in fo(p,p1). The terms
omitted by the abbreviated power-series expansion
contribute terms to the dielectric tensor?! which are of
the same order as those lost by neglecting the spin
current term (—a-B)).

III. DIELECTRIC TENSOR

In order to determine the conductivity or dielectric
tensors we require only the Fourier transform of
fi(x,p,). This is most readily obtained by working
directly with the Fourier transformed equation. We
write

fl (r) p)t) G(q)p;w>
Ei(r,0) :/ Claw) ef@m0dqdw. (20)
Bl(r;l) %(q)w)

The transform G(q,p,w) satisfies

G
(wtq- v)GHiwe—
9¢

= ot V6= (v-®)q1-Vofe. (1)

The cyclotron frequency is denoted as w,=eB/M¢. One
can solve (21) by the standard method of introducing an
integrating factor. It is much more expedient to use the
integral transformation introduced by Oberman and
Ron.” We write

o0
G(g,pw)=e?¢ 3 ], (0)G™ (pu,pn,q). (22)

m==—00

8 In general, the same remark applies for all transport coeffi-
cients. More detailed comment concerning the neglected terms
will be found in Sec. V.
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Ju(b) is a Bessel function of order # and
b=q.p,/Mo.. (23)

¢. and ¢,; denote the components of the wave vector
which are perpendicular and parallel to the external
magnetic field. Figure 1 illustrates the geometry. The
wave vector may be taken to lie in the x—z plane,

q= ((IL,O,QH) ) (24)

and cylindrical coordinates are appropriate for the
momentum variable,

p= (p. cose,p; sing,pu1) .

The transformation, (22), splits off the ¢ dependence of
G(p,q,w) and converts (21) into a set of algebraic equa-
tions for Jn(d)G™(pi,pu,q,w). Using (22) in (21)
results in

(25)

+o0
eidsing S (g vgtHmwe)em ™, (D)G ™

m=—00

= e+ V6= (v-6)al-, 1.

Multiplying through by (27) le~i(®siné—2$) and inte-
grating gives

(0-’+ q lvll+mc)Jn(b)G<n)

e 1 2
—_—— e—i(b sing—ng)

w 2w/
Xd¢[(w+q-v)E~ (v-E)q]- v, fo.

The integration on the right side results in a bevy of
Bessel functions. Having obtained J,(6)G™ in this
fashion one can reconstruct G(p,q,0) via (20).

The current density induced by the self-consistent
fields is given by

J(r,t)=]li{[ / pfi(,p,)dp.

(26)

2

The fourier transform of J(r,f), denoted as J(q,w), is
given by

J(40)=— [ pG(paw)® @)
\S(qaw _M/p pquw P

For the infinite medium considered here, the relation
between J(q,w) and @E(qw) defines a conductivity
tensor o(q,w),

S’g(q,w)z'o- @(q,w) . (28)

Inserting (22) in (27) allows one to perform the ¢
integration in (27) and results in more of the ever-ready
Bessel functions. The dielectric tensor e(q,w) links the
Fourier transform of the electric induction ®(q,w)
to E(q,w).

‘D(q,w)z € @(q’w) . (29)
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In terms of o,

(30)

(00) = 1 (q).

Routine calculation leads to the result (w,=plasma

frequency)
Wp? w2
€qf— <1~i)5aﬁ~—inaﬁ (31)
w? w?
If we introduce the notation
dfo dfo
fn=£‘ y =
b4
11 L (32)
v [ &px]
Slel= 2 / _,
n=—x w—l—qnvn—i-%wc

the elements of n(q,w) may be written down. (The
Wigner function is now normalized to unity.)

nJ 2\?
%11=S[<—b—) Pl{vLQI1f|1+nw0fl}] y (33)
Nig=—1n —S[' n],,],/) + 34
127 21— i( b Pl{'”lQufn nwcfl}]y ( )
0 22 W
7n13=25 Pl{vllqufll—jf_ fl}]; (35)
. b V1
noa=S[ (T2 )p{vrqufutnw.fi} ], (36)
B Vnnwe
Noz=1] "‘i]n]n,pl{'ullqllfll_’_ fl]:], 37
L Uy
nJ n?
1’L31=S[ Pu{%(]nfn‘*‘”wcfi}] ’ (38)
b
n3a=S[iS nJ n prif{vigu futnwefi} ], (39)
Vnwe
1’L33=S|:anpn{‘vnq“fu+ fl]:l . (40)
Uy

The dielectric tensor will be evaluated for several cases
of interest in Sec. V. In passing we note that the dis-

2e—v? ©

A645
persion relation may be expressed in terms of #qp as

Wr—wy? wp?
Det[<q2— ; )5ap—ang+—-2—naﬂ]=0. (41)
C C

Alternately we may write
Det[c*(g*0ap—gags) —weas ]=0.

IV. EQUILIBRIUM WIGNER FUNCTION

(41a)

In order to evaluate 1n(q,w), one requires the equi-
librium Wigner function fo(p). The equilibrium density

matrix is
p(t' ") =3 Wu*(tu(r') (42)

where W; is the occupation probability for a state of
energy E;. The u; are energy eigenfunctions of the time-
independent Schrodinger equation. We consider two
cases:

W= e BEi~» (Maxwell-Boltzmann) (43)
Wi={1+4¢€fEi-» -1 (Fermi-Dirac) (44)
where

6—1=k3T.

In (43) and (44), p=u(B) is the chemical potential and
is determined by the normalization restriction

[rwap=1. 13)
The equilibrium Wigner function is given by
folp)= (e / p(r—2, 1+2)
Xexp[ (/1) o+ (e/)Ro(0) 21PN (46)

The details of the calculation are given in the Appendix.
For Maxwell-Boltzmann statistics one has

( ) tanh® /s B >1/2
Jolpun) = <2M1r3
2 2
Xexp(—ﬁp —tanh® b >, 4n
2M Mhw,
with
0=1phw,.

When ©<«1 (high temperatures and/or weak field),
tanh®/M#hw,~B/2M and (47) reduces to the familiar
Maxwellian form. For Fermi-Dirac statistics one finds

(—1)"L,(2w?)

fO(Pl)p”)z

with N, denoting the electron concentration and

'w2=PJ.2/tha.

— ¥ ,
N o(2h)8 neviomsh [1+expB{ (p12/2M) +Fiwo(nto+}) —u} ]

(48)

(49)
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L.(2u?) is the Laguerre polynomial® of order ». The chemical potential is determined by the normalization con-

dition. Using the result

2(—1)» / eV L, Qu?)wdw=1
0

gives
Mw, w

dpy 50)

N,=

At T=0°K (8= =), the integration may be performed
since the distribution over p;; constitutes a “Landau
ladder.” The result of the integration is

22Me, »
N.= 2 aa(p—nho)'”, (51)
(2wh)? =0
with
0[021 5 C{n>0=2. (52)

The summation of (51) extends over all # for which
p—nhw, is positive.®® In the strong field limit

fiwe> .,
only the #=0 term emerges and (51) yields the Fermi

energy
2miN 2/ A\ 3
u= <—>; fw.>p.
(hwe)* \M

(53)

In the opposite extreme of zero field, the summation is
converted to an integral which gives the familiar result

2mh? f3N )\ 2/
b= <—> 3 Awe=0.
M \ 8w

(54)

Inspection of (48) suggests that the equilibrium
Wigner function is capable of describing effects associ-
ated with the periodicity of the density of states.
Further comment on this point is postponed. In the next
section we evaluate the dielectric tensor for several
cases of interest.

V. EVALUATION OF THE DIELECTRIC TENSOR

In this section we present results for the dielectric
tensor for waves propagating along and across the
magnetic field.

+0
(2mh)* ﬂ=0§=fc% f—w [1-+expB({pu?/2M) oo (n-+o+3) —u) ]

A. Longitudinal Propagation: ¢.=0, ¢.,=¢
In this case one finds
ni1="MNge="ny+n._,

Nie= —MN12= ’l:(ﬂ.;.—%_) B

where
1 qvlf n=twe fl ~
%f——/i) <~———‘ % (55)
4 w:!:wc—i-qvu
The only other nonzero element of n(q,w) is
it fud®p
Ngg=— / . (56)
M w+qvu
The dispersion relation, (41a), becomes
wZ:wp2(1+n33) ) (57)
w?=q2% w1427, . (58)

Equation (57) describes the longitudinal waves while
(58) governs the circularly polarized transverse waves.
For Boltzmann statistics, the long-wavelength approxi-
mations for »n3; and 27, are

Fw, 7 w B
Ny = + {@ coth®@F } , (55MB)
wtw, MB(otwy)? ww,
nss=3¢/ MBu?. (56MB)

When 0«1, O coth®~1 and 2. reduces to the usual
classical result. The corresponding dispersion relations
read

w?=wy?43¢*/ M8, (57MB)
2 2, 2
PP
wtw, MB(wtkw)?
w
X [ ® coth®F } . (58MB)
ww,

For Fermi-Dirac statistics, the integrations can be
performed at T=0°K (8= ) and give

2 (q%” gl % 5 |2 ) / S @V (55FD)
e = ap, In|———— anVa,
* 2M =0 (wtwo)?—@* Va2 g n=0 w:l:wc——gVn n=0
¢ o
B ( ) (56FD)
Mo? \ u

% G. Sansone, Orthogonal Functions (Interscience Publishers, Inc., New York, 1959).
8 The normalization condition, (51), is readily identified as the usua.l quantum “sum over states.”

3¢ M. Dresden, Rev. Mod. Phys 33, 265 (1961).
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The function x(%w./u) is defined as

fiw, np fiwe \3/?
()-Ze(-0) /
p/  n=0 p

np s \1/2
Za,(l———n) . (39)

n=0 M

Vn is the maximum speed along the direction of the field
for electrons on the n#th “rung” of the Landau ladder,

MV = p—nhw.. (60)

In arriving at these results we have taken Cauchy

principle values and ignored the imaginary contribu-

tions. In the strong field realm (%iw.>u, only #=0,

a=—1% level populated) these become
n33=2¢"n/Mo?,

Ghw, 1 W, | wtwtqVo

= T n
2M (ww)?—q*V¢ 2¢Vo

2n
* wtw,—qVo

B. Transverse Propagation: ¢.=g¢q, ¢,,=0

For waves propagating across the magnetic field the
nonzero elements of 1(q,w) are 711, %12, Ma1, Moz, and Mgs.
The long-wavelength results for the dielectric tensor in
the case of Maxwell-Boltzmann statistics are

2

wp Phwe wp? )
611=1— + —(A1—4A2) COth@, (611\4B)
W—w2 2M o
lwow, wye g wp?
€12= — €31= — —
wW—wl w? M o
X (Al—Az) COth@ y (62MB)
wp: o wp?
€99 = 1— —I— ‘——(3A1‘-4A2) COth@ y (63MB)
?—wl 2M w?
w2 e
es= 1*—’"<1+———-—> , (64MB)
w? MB(w?—w?)
where
An,=1/(w?—n’w?) . (65)

In the case of Fermi-Dirac statistics at T=0°K, the
form of the dielectric tensor appears quite similar to
the Maxwell-Boltzmann version. One finds

wp? Phee wy? fiw,
€11 1-— —(A1—4A2)\I’('—) y (61FD)
W —we? w? [
TWw, Wp?
€12= —€21= -
Ww—wl w?

1@ hw, wp'

M

(Al—Ag\p(@) , (62FD)

"
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Wy’ ¢*liws; 0y fiw.
€23 — 1—' + "—(3A1—4A2)‘I/<-—) ) (63FD)
W—wl 2M w? m
oy’ 2¢°u e
€33= 1—— 1+ X( >) ’ (64FD>
w? IM(*—w?) \ u
where

fiw, np fiwe \1/2
\I/< )=2 3 a,m(l——-—n) /
n n=0 n

ng ﬁwc 1/2

n=0 M

The long-wavelength results for the dielectric tensor at
T=0°K are in complete agreement with the recent
unpublished results of Stephen, who employed the field
theoretic techniques of Ref. 13. In the limit of zero
field, the sums in ¥ and x may be replaced by integrals.

One finds
hw,
(=) s, (o)
1 Hwe=0
x(0)=%. (68)
In this limit the dielectric tensor is diagonal,
wp? 6¢%u
= 1——"(1+ > , (69)
w? SMo? :
wp* 2¢%u
€20~ €33= 1__p<1+ > . (70)
w? SM?

These results agree with those of Lindhard.4

We have remained oblivious of the fact that Eq. (19),
leading to the results of this section, is in fact a long-
wavelength approximation of the true kinetic equation.
It is not much more difficult to carry through an exact
analysis. When this is done, one finds that the deviations
from the results quoted here involve terms of order
h2q*/Mp times the “‘¢? terms” in e(qw). To put it
another way, if we let gy denote the wave vector of an
electron on the Fermi sphere, the neglected terms are
of order (g/qr)? times the smallest terms retained. The
neglect of such terms is justified within the framework of
the self-consistent field. The spirit of the self-consistent
field is that the collective effect of many particles domi-
nates any short-range correlations. The scale of the
collective interaction is 1/¢; that of the correlations,
1/gr. Thus, the self-consistent field becomes an inappro-
priate vehicle for describing a quantum plasma when
(¢/gr)? becomes comparable with unity.

VI. CONCLUSION

The results obtained for the dielectric tensor indicate
that the Wigner function is an appropriate quantum
distribution function, even though it lacks the right to
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be termed a probability density in phase space. Al-
though we have treated the fields E; and B; (or their
transforms @ and B) as agents describing the mutual
interaction of the plasma constituents the same
linearized Boltzmann-Vlasov equation, (19), would
apply if E; and B, described an external electromagnetic
field. The natural extension is to introduce the effect of
binary collisions through a relaxation term similar to
that used by Karplus and Schwinger3s

(81/08)contision=—7 f1(1,p,t)

and write the quantum kinetic equation for the per-
turbed segment of the Wigner function as

6]’1 (4
—a‘t—+V'Vf1+*(VX B)-v,fitvfi
c
1
= —6(E1+—VX B1> . foo, (19&)
c

with fo(p) denoting the equilibrium Wigner function.
It is suggested that such an equation constitutes the
basis for a relatively simple “quantized kinetic theory”
capable of handling problems heretofore explored only
by more sophisticated means. Thus, for example, it
seems likely that many phenomena which depend on
the periodicity of the density of states (e.g., the de Haas-
van Alphen effect, the Shubnikov-de Haas effect, and
magnetothermal oscillations®®) may be studied quanti-
tatively within the “pedestrian” framework of kinetic
theory.
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APPENDIX

The energy eigenfunctions for a charged particle in a
uniform magnetic field are

ch 1/4
un.kl,er):(—h) @il

™

Xtttk o= [T () = (A1)
with

w=Mo./h)y+ (hki/ Mw.))?. (A2)
H,(u) is the Hermite polynomial®? of order #. The
energy spectrum is

En kyo= (1k:?/2M)+ T e(n+-a+3) ,

where the spin index o takes on the values =-1. The
vector potential corresponding to the eigenfunctions is3?

Ao(l‘)= (—By’ 0, 0) )

(A3)

so that

2 e 2
;L‘(p‘i“‘Ao) A= ;[ (?:o‘— chy))\z"l‘Py)‘y'l’Pz)‘z:l . (A4)
[

For Boltzmann statistics the Wigner function is

) (Wﬁ)—3<ch>1/2 N 1 f//+wd g 2in k-]-ch P +2i)\y ) Pu
p)= — NzdN A\, €x l:— 7} I( ———) - i)\z<k ——-—>:|
=) B ) )] e SR VAREY Th
hks?
Xexpﬁ[u—— i -—ﬁwc(n-l-a-l-%):le‘“("”’”““‘“z]ﬂn(u+v)Hn(u—v) , (AS)
where
= (Mw./hB)\2. (A6)
The integrations over A, and A, introduce delta functions. Thus, for example,
1 e
_/ e—Zi)\z(ks—pn/h)d)\zza(kg_p“/ﬁ).
T J —0
The sum over spins (¢==3) gives a factor
e@—l—g—e’
with
Thus the Wigner function becomes
=TT e pumyesusn [ o 2,2
= 5 —_ —B(#%k3 F) —_—
fo(p LoL,(xh2)%2 nlknks 27 s—pu/h)e /;w ( 1+ 7 y ﬁ)
2ipyw
Xexp{————————}e—%[(“”>2+‘“_”)2]Hn(u+v)f]n(u——v)dv .
(Ml )2

3 R. Karplus and J. Schwinger, Phys. Rev. 73, 1020 (1948).

3 J. E. Kunzler, F. S. L. Hsu, and W. S. Boyle, Phys. Rev. 128, 1084 (1963).
3 This Ao is not equal to $BXr. This does not matter since fo(p) is a gauge-invariant quantity.
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The sums over %; and %; are converted to integrals using

+0
/ / dkydks.
k1 ks (27r)2 o

2(14-¢70) w €210
fo(p)=——-——————eﬁ[u—(p112/2M)1
(x) 12 (2ah)? =

This gives

f e—%[(m+v)2+(m—v)2]e2im'an(Pl_wyn(pl_l_v)dﬂ’ (A8)
where )

p1=pof (Ms)'?

po=u/ (Mo )12,

One can perform the summation using Mehler’s formula, and then carry out the integration. However, this does
not seem to be a useful technique when performing the corresponding calculations for Fermi-Dirac statistics.
We therefore perform the integration, then the summation. The integral may be evaluated by using the generating
function for the Hermite polynomials. The result is

-+
/ e_“z’[(PH‘v)2+(171—1))2]62ip2ﬂ11n<p1___Av)Hn(Pl_‘_v)d.v: (_ 1)n2nn!(7r)1/26—w2Ln(2w2) , (Ag)

with ;
wl= (P:c2+Py2)/ths= Plz/thc- (AlO)

L,(2w?) is a Laguerre polynomial of order #.52 The summation over # may be performed using the generating func-
tion for Laguerre polynomials and yields

2Pk 6?(12 PLZ
= ————tanh® .
Jo(p)= oy ex p( ; an )

The normalization condition requires

and gives

o tanh@( 8 >”2 ( oot o pﬁ) 1
LpPun)= ———t . All
L vl U 7Y B e M, (A1)

The integrations for Fermi-Dirac statistics are the same but the spin sum and final sum over # are not performed.
The normalized Wigner function for Fermi-Dirac statistics is
2¢~v* © (=1 L. (2w?)

o\ pupu)=—"T——— , Al12
folup) Ne(21rﬁ)3n=0§=i% [14expB{ (p1*/2M)+Fwe(n+o+3) —u} ] (12

where N, is the electron concentration and w is defined by (A10).
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